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About the St John’s Wood Society
Our objective is to encourage the 
preservation, development and 
improvement of features of general public 
amenity or historical interest in St John’s 
Wood and improve its social and cultural 
wellbeing. 
 
The SJWS is consulted by Westminster 
City Council on Town Planning applica-
tions, Traffic and Licensing. The SJWS  
represents its members and can offer them 
free advice on planning issues. It produces 
two magazines a year. There is a Summer 
Garden Party and an  Annual General 
Meeting, and we organize other events.

On the cover: Abbey Ward Councillor  
Lindsey Hall as Lord Mayor
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SOCIETY NEWS

It was a beautiful late afternoon on 23 
June when the St John’s Wood Society 
descended on St Mark’s Church on 
Hamilton Terrace for our annual drinks 
party. The tranquillity of the vicarage 
garden was broken by happy chattering 
and the clink of glasses accompanied 
by the sound of organ practice next 
door. We could have been forgiven 
for thinking that we were at a genteel 
village gathering. 

As the wine flowed, new members, 
old members and Executive Committee 
members were able to get down to some 
serious, and not so serious, discussions 
about what was going on in the Wood. 
We find it a really useful way to 
understand what our members want and 
what issues are of current concern, and to 
tell everyone about the good work we do 
in keeping St John’s Wood such a great 
place to live and work in. 

It was also a glorious way for us all 
to be introduced to the new vicar of 
St Mark’s, Revd Kate Harrison, who 
had moved in only days previously and 
was preparing to be officially installed 
in position the following weekend. We 
are very grateful for her generosity, and 
that of her family, who happily joined  
us in their back garden. We all wish Kate  

every joy and success as vicar and look 
forward to building a fruitful relationship. 

Chairman Dick Schumacher in his 
welcoming address was delighted to 
present Kate with the very first SJWS 

Virginia Newman

membership card, enabling her to benefit 
from discounts at many local shops, 
restaurants and pubs. It was certainly a 
fitting party to celebrate the birth of the 
membership benefit scheme!

We are very proud to introduce 
our new discount scheme to all our 
members. The idea is to encourage 
residents to discover and use our many 
diverse shops and restaurants and in 
exchange receive tempting offers solely 
for our members – providing another 
reason for joining the Society.

We are also conscious of difficult 
times for retailers, and we hope that 
the reductions offered will encourage as 
many of us as possible to help support 
them, so we can mutually benefit.

Our initial generous partners are: 

Alexia Konomis 

New discount scheme at local businesses
Belgrave Restaurant
Belgrave Gardens
Belsize Cake Shop
online
BeYoutiful Retreat
Abbey Road
Casualty First 
Hospital of  St John and St Elizabeth
Grove End Road 
Clifton Pub
Clifton Hill
Coastline Galicia Fishmongers
Abbey Road
Unico Gelato  
St John’s Wood High Street
Kent & Sons Butchers  
St John’s Wood High Street
Leonidas Chocolates 
St John’s Wood High Street
Larizia 
St John’s Wood High Street
Mario Sammour Hair Salon 
Boundary Road

Garuda Pilates Studio
Finchley Road
Yasmeen Restaurant
Blenheim Terrace

Arrangements will change and we 
are in the process of adding many more 
offers, so please keep checking our 
website for updates. Please also keep an 
eye on the terms of each offer, as these 
too will be regularly updated.

If you wish to benefit from these 
discounts you must show your 
membership card, so please request 
a card by sending an email to: info@
stjohnswoodsoc.org.uk.

COPY

Celebrating summer with the garden party
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Michael Tanna is one of St John’s 
Wood’s more endearing retailers, 
known by many for his hard- 
working and cheerful demeanour. 
He has graced our presence for 
over thirty years, and he serves far 
more than the immediate vicinity 
due to the quality of his personal 
service. If there were more retailers 
like him in our midst adapting to 
changing times the current crisis 
would surely be less severe. We take 
up his heart-warming journey.

Michael opened his first shop 
at 10 Lodge Road in 1980 and 
ran it as a newsagents, with 
cigarettes and sweets. There 
was a small café next door. 
He had seen the need for a 
drycleaner’s business in the 
area, and in 1986 he took 4 
Lodge Road. Eventually he 
gave up the newsagents.

Michael was born in Jam- 
nagar, Gujarat,   in 1958. Always   
good at figures, he gained a 
BSc degree at university. He 
came to the UK in his twen-
ties, knowing nothing and  
nobody in London. He rent-
ed a box room in Hendon.  
A ‘very nice old lady’ en- 
countered outside the Job 
Centre found him a position 
as a temporary bookkeeper 
for an opticians in Finchley 
for £40 a week. He saved 
the money to obtain his shop 
in Lodge Road, and with ex-
tremely hard work made a 
success of it.

Within a month or so of 
the newsagents opening in 
1980, the bailiffs came round 
wanting to remove all the 
stock for debts incurred by 
the previous tenants. They 
saw he was a new tenant, 
however, and ‘They said 
that if I changed the name 
of the shop, they would put 
everything on hold for two 
or three weeks. I climbed up 
a ladder and erased the name 
“Lodge” and painted in the 
name “Lords” instead.’

Michael Tanna of Lords Dry Cleaners:  
an unsung retail hero  

‘In the early days, I found 
Mr Lincoln from Lord’s View 
in my shop. Apparently he 
had been used to coming 
round for some years, and 
was pleased to find the shop 
open again. He would sit on 
a crate in the corner, and I 
treated him as a father figure. 
When I had to fetch some-
thing from the back he would 
watch the shop. I had to stay 
open late to make every last 
penny. I would open again 
even if it was just to sell a box 
of matches.’ Michael used to 
bring his white Alsatian dog, 
Lily, to work at 5am. When 
he took her to Dora House, 
where he delivered the pa-
pers down the long corridors 
inside, she would stop outside 
each door where a delivery 
had to be made: she knew! 

In 1986, when Michael 
had decided to buy the lease 
for 4 Lodge Road and set it 
up as a drycleaning establish-

ment, the machine manufac-
turers gave him the costings 
for starting the business and 
sent him to see how others 
were working. You have dif-
ferent chemicals for light and 
dark clothing, and they must 
be used in the right order. 
He has had only two cleaning  
machines in the last thirty-two 
years. He also has a steam  
machine and a pressing ma-
chine. He joined the Textile 
Services Association (TSA) and  
went on their courses. The 
chemicals are strictly regu-
lated: forms must be filled in  
for every amount bought, and 
recording how disposed of. 

In Michael’s small proper-
ty he has always had a presser 
for the ironing, and a tailor 
for alterations. He is not al-
ways at the front desk, so his 
staff must be trained to deal 
with customers.

The hotel at 18 Lodge 
Road – now the Danubius  

– first used him to clean 
staff uniforms, but they soon 
learned to trust him for the 
guests’ drycleaning. When 
it was owned by the Hilton 
chain Michael ran its souvenir 
shop as well as his two shops in 
Lodge Road, going to Indian  
wholesalers for supplies of  
jewellery and decorative    
items. The Danubius trust him  
completely today.

In addition to professional 
cleaning, Michael can provide 
a service wash. Laundering 
and cleaning have become 
much more sophisticated 
and specialised. ‘Damp shirts 
are put onto a dummy of the 
right size which is then inflat-
ed to smooth out the creases.’ 
Textiles are made of com-
plex combinations of fibres, 
which is tricky for cleaning 
and stain removal. Michael 
subcontracts leather jackets,  
suede and fur, handbag clean-
ing and repair, and he out-
sources shoe repairs. He has 
cleaned the vestments of St 
John’s Wood Church for 
many years. Estate agents use 
him to organise the cleaning 
of entire flats. With individual  
customers, Michael likes to 
make sure they understand 
what is involved; with his long  
experience, he can tell the 
likelihood of getting a stain 
out, whatever the label says.

Lords Dry Cleaners col-
lects and delivers for free 
from residents in flats all 
around NW8. If something 
goes wrong, Michael will put 
it right. Online reviews from 
such sites as Google and Yell 
praise bespoke service with a 
smile. Michael’s reputation is 
very important to him. Those 
of us who have been to him 
for our drycleaning appre-
ciate his work and know he 
will get the job done with 
integrity, returned when we 
need it. Michael is now near 
retirement age, but he really 
enjoys his life and is certainly 
planning to continue.

Louise Brodie
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After a first glimpse of its ‘streaky bacon’ 
spire from the Little Venice Canal Basin, 
and a short walk west along the canal, the 
church of St Mary Magdalene rises up in 
front of you. Grade I listed, this is one 
of the finest neo-Gothic churches in the 
country, built in the 1860s and ’70s by 
the great Victorian architect G. E. Street.

Street combined artistic vision with 
a consuming attention to detail which 
eventually, when applied a few years 
later to the Royal Courts of Justice, 
led to his death from overwork. At St 
Mary Magdalene he orchestrated the 
very best artists and craftsmen of the day 
to produce a masterwork, combining 
architecture, sculpture, stained glass, and 
arguably the most remarkable painted 
ceiling in an English parish church. The 
St Sepulchre Chapel in the undercroft, 
created in the 1890s by Ninian Comper, 
is a Grade I work of art in its own right.

The church was an Anglo-Catholic 
plant, designed to bring beauty, help, 
and God to one of poorest, roughest 
corners of 19th-century London. Its 
construction was motivated by a wish for 
social improvement as much as a spiritual 
mission, and as such its place within its 
community has always been particularly 

important. However, in the late 1950s 
the houses surrounding the church were 
demolished as part of slum clearance. 
St Mary Magdalene survived, isolated 
on a new social housing estate. With a 
much reduced congregation the building 
fell into decline and disrepair; for many 
years it has been classified as ‘at risk’ by 
Historic England.

To have a secure future St Mary 
Magdalene needs to become a valued  
place again. Today, after years of plan-
ning, an ambitious project is being put 
into effect, with three aims: to keep the 
church open as a living place of worship; 
to establish it as a new setting for arts 
and culture; and, reprising its original 
mission, to help address the deprivation 
of the immediate neighbourhood, which 
is still one of London’s poorest. At 
the heart of this is the idea of bringing 
together different communities, bridg-
ing some of the parallel worlds of  
21st-century London.

Over the last decade the church has 
developed a partnership with a secular 
local charity, Paddington Development 
Trust. Under a pioneering arrangement, 
which offers a way forward for other 
struggling historic churches, PDT will 
take on the running of the building and 
the delivery of new community and 
cultural programmes.

Major construction works are under 
way: as well as repairs, and specialist 
conservation, a new wing is being built 
to provide public facilities, including a 
café opening onto the canalside, and an 
education room. Designed by an award-
winning practice, Dow Jones Architects, 
this complements the quality of materials 
and craftsmanship in the church and 
will be clad with faience, reflecting the 
decorative flair inside the church.

The project has received major grants 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund (£3.6m) 
and Westminster Council (£1m). Fund-
raising is continuing in order to bring the 
building back into commission and start 
serving new audiences. Subject to this 
St Mary Magdalene will open in 2019, 
offering affordable spaces of exceptional 
quality to hire for functions, and gradually 
building up its own programme, to 
include concerts, spoken word events and  
festivals, film evenings, and exhibitions. 
The project will also deliver a wide-
ranging learning, volunteering and train-
ing programme, developed with local 
community organisations. And worship, 
and the life of the parish, will continue.

To learn more, make a donation, 
or join our group of supporters and 
volunteers, please contact Toby Gale: 
toby@pdt.org.uk; tel: 07941-795-909; 
or visit www.marymags.org.uk.

Toby Gale
Project Director
Paddington Development Trust

St Mary Magdalene, Paddington, revitalised

SOLUTION 3

MATCHSTICK MATHS

SOLUTION 2

Work in progress on the new extension; the nave in its cleaned state; a window at the east end; and the unique painted ceiling  

Annual General Meeting 
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St John’s Wood Church Hall 

Lord’s Roundabout, NW8 7NE@stjohnswoodsoc
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