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About the St John’s Wood Society
Our objective is to encourage the 
preservation, development and 
improvement of features of general  
public amenity and historical interest in  
St John’s Wood and improve its social  
and cultural wellbeing. 

As a statutory consultee the Society is 
consulted by Westminster City Council on 
Town Planning applications and Transport 
matters. We will advise where possible 
with local planning issues. 

The many benefits of being a member 
of the Society include a local discount 
scheme, bi-annual magazines, community 
news updates and events.

On the cover: 
Hamilton Terrace 
by Charlotte Halliday

The views expressed in this magazine are those of the writer 
and not necessarily those of the Society.

@stjohnswoodsocFollow us
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PLANNING NEWS PLANNING NEWS

The Society’s Planning Committee 
members, Christine Cowdray, Virgin-
ia Newman, John Villiers, Diana Eyre  
and Morris Zelkha, have had another 
very busy year. We don’t have much 
opportunity to chat during our week-
ly Monday meetings so we all enjoyed 
getting together with our families for 
a festive celebration in December. We 
are also delighted to welcome a new 
member on to the committee, Linda 
Taggart, who brings a great deal of  
local knowledge with her. 

We submitted comments on 
110 planning applications in the 
six months since my Autumn 2019  
report to members. In addition to 
notifying the Council’s enforcement 
team about planning breaches in 
both wards, we have responded to 
appeals, licensing applications and 
traffic consultations. We have also 
continued to work closely on local 
planning issues with residents, resi-
dents’ associations, our MP, our six 
ward councillors, other amenity so-
cieties and neighbourhood forums, 
the London Forum, the Civic Soci-
ety, Council officers, developers,  
local businesses, and other major  
local stakeholders.

Westminster Council  
proposes to scrap ‘depressing’ 

phone boxes
The Council aims to remove up to 
1,000 unused phone boxes throughout 
Westminster, but this will not include 
the 100 or so iconic red phone box-
es. The Council is proposing a policy 
whereby any phone box must be re-
moved by telecoms companies if it is 
used less than fifty times a month. We 
have already worked with the Council 
to identify problematic phone boxes in 
St John’s Wood, some of which have  
already been removed.

Basement development 
We are delighted to report that appli-
cations for basement development went 
down by 25% in Westminster last year.

New Inn Public House  
redevelopment, 2 Allitsen Road 
The new owners of the New Inn  
propose to demolish the existing 
building behind two retained street 
facades to create a higher three- 
storey building comprising a public 
house and ancillary guest accommo-
dation. Although we recommended 
some amendments, overall we con-
sidered that the new building would 
enhance the corner of Allitsen Road 
and Townshend Road. We welcomed 
the embellishments made to the re-
tained front and side façades but 
raised concerns about a potential 
loss of light and privacy to Cruick-
shank House residents and noise dis-
turbance from the proposed outside 
seating area.

Applications for cycle hangars
Westminster City Council has proposed 
four locations in St John’s Wood where 
cycle hangars would be installed for 
the use of residents: Wellington Place, 
Mackennal Street, Blenheim Terrace 
and Marlborough Place. The cycle hang-
ars offer a solution to protect up to six 
bikes from weather and vandalism and 
occupy half the space of a car parking 

bay. While we acknowledge that there is 
a need for a secure place to store bikes, 
particularly for those who live in flats, 
we have raised concerns about the neg-
ative impact the bulky and unattractive 
design of the hangars would have on 
the character of the Conservation 
Area and the streetscape. It is also 
essential that they are appropriately 
located to serve the community. An-
nual cleaning and maintenance of the 
hangars will be essential.

Plans for a children’s hub at  
47-49 St John’s Wood High Street 

(the old Gap site, plus)
Maggie Bolger of By Maggie plans 
to develop the recently vacated Gap 
site and two of the three floors above 
to create a community hub for the 
whole family. The third floor will  
remain residential, and a large con-
servatory style extension is proposed 
to the rear of the building at second 
floor level. While we have raised con-
cerns with some aspects of the scheme, 
overall we have been impressed by  
Maggie’s dynamic approach and think 
that her community-focused proposals 
will bring much-needed energy to the 
High Street. The plans include a nursery 

Top: the proposed exterior of the New Inn. Above: Proposed cycle hangars

Christine Cowdray
Planning Committee  

Chair
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‘Melbourne Girl’
Our secret critic

 
Introducing ‘Melbourne Girl’

When I moved to London over twelve 
years ago I visited this pretty residential 
neighbourhood, St John’s Wood, and 
was struck by its beautifully lined 
trees and its picturesque buildings and 
gardens with historical significance. 
Wandering around the neighbourhood, 
I remembered as a child watching the 
cricket at Lord’s on TV and recognising 
the iconic pedestrian zebra crossing 
made famous by the Beatles. So to be 
visiting these things many years later 
on was nostalgic and exhilarating for 
this girl from Melbourne. I’m pleased 
and proud to say, having moved into 
this neighbourhood over four years 
ago, that St John’s Wood not only has 
famous historical places but has an 
ever-increasing array of exciting places 
to shop, drink, eat and discover. With 
its close proximity to Regent’s Park, 
it’s the ideal place to wander in with a 
coffee and take in the charm and beauty 
of a place I call home in London.

Panzer’s
I have a passion for coffee, so it’s no 
wonder that this is my guaranteed place 
in the area for a good coffee.

Why I never knew about Panzer’s 
when I moved to London I will never 
know. It should be on everyone’s ‘must 
see’ list of good food in London. With 
its recent upgrade and 75th birthday, 
it’s like having a mini Harrods in the 
Wood. Now what’s not to like? 

While the coffee bar is a new 
addition, the food choices are certainly 
not: the food selection is from all over 
the world, and my favourite is their 
selection of pastries. You would find it 
hard to resist not having a pastry with 
your coffee, trust me! The choice is 
excellent. My favourite is the apple 
turnover from Dusty Knuckle, so good 
and just enough burnt caramel to make 
it perfect. If you want to grab brunch 
there are now a few tables outside, 
which in the warmer months is ideal. 
But do not be put off by the limited 
seating inside: grab your coffee and use 
it as a good excuse to have a wander.

They use Assembly roast coffee and 
I normally have a flat white with skinny 
milk and an apple turnover. Make sure 

you scan the deli and aisles for some 
inspiration! Be sure to put on your 
calendar when they have taster nights. 
These are not to be missed. It’s a great 
opportunity to meet the people behind 
the labels and if you are lucky enough 
even chat to the owner!

Insta: @panzer_deli
13–19 Circus Road

St John’s Wood
NW8 6PB

Harry Morgan’s
Stepping into Harry Morgan’s on the 
High Street is like stepping into a Jewish 
deli in New York – menus on paper place 
mats, salt beef, cheesecake, pickles, and 
more! The often chaotic nature is what 
makes this place charming and inviting. 
I usually spend the first ten minutes just 
watching the food pass me by before I 
can finally make my mind up. There’s 
just so much choice: their bagels are 
what they are known for, but I love 
their chicken noodle soup. Homely 
and retro, it’s a place that I guess hasn’t 
changed much over its fifty year history. 
If it works, why change it, hey? 

29–31 St John’s Wood High Street
NW8 7NH

D1 Coffee
Venture south of the High Street, 
through Regent’s Park, along the canal, 
and make your way to D1 Coffee in 
Aberdeen Place. It may be the longest 
route, but it’s by far the prettiest. Coffee 
is why you’ll come here and the reason 
why you’ll return. The quaintest little 
unassuming place I ever did stumble 

across. Be warned… come here on a 
late sunny Sunday afternoon and you 
may find it already closed. Who wants 
to work when the sun’s out? With tables 
outside and only a few steps from the 
chaos of Edgware Road, you may be 
mistaken in thinking you are in the 
back streets of Hampstead. The staff are 
friendly and the water free; be prepared 
to have a chat or too, especially with the 
locals. It’s also (but not during a busy 
lunchtime) a place where you can sit 
and read for a while – a long while. I 
love sitting inside on the front counter 
and watching the world go by, having 
my skinny latte, and trying not to be 
tempted by the muffins! 

Aberdeen Place
NW8 8JN

Good coffee plus in the Wood

Check out more  
@melbourne_girl_lost_in_london

Alexia Konomis 
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Rob White
Sporting Memories

The Sporting Memories 
Foundation (Registered 
Charity No.1154474) is the 
world's first charity dedicat-
ed to Sports Reminiscence 
and Physical Activities.

A wealth of evidence on 
ageing well has highlighted 
the effect that remaining 
connected to friends, family 
and communities, remaining 
cognitively stimulated and 
physically active can have on 
our health and wellbeing.  
Using images of sport and 
memorabilia, Sporting 
Memories groups have been 
shown to help participants to 
do just that. We support old-
er people living in England 
and Wales with depression, 
loneliness and dementia by 
engaging them in social ac-
tivities and helping them to 
recall memories of watching 
or playing sport. By sharing 
memories of sporting mo-
ments and tapping into a  
passion for sport we help 
people to connect with oth-
ers and with their past, re-
awakening positive thoughts 
and feelings that otherwise 
remain hidden away. 

We have developed a se-
ries of ‘Replay Cards’, which 
are a great aid to stimulating 
conversations and memories. 
These are essentially packs of 
A5 cards which have a pic-
ture of a famous sporting star 
on one side and the name 
and some information about 
the figure on the other side. 
These exist for cricket, foot-
ball, athletics, World Cup 66, 
and other sporting events.

Nationwide there are over 
120 Sporting Memories 
clubs which are all volun-
teer-led (we’ve trained over 
750 volunteers but always 
need more). We work with 
over two hundred partner 
organisations and a number 
of universities. We use many 

The Sporting Memories Foundation and Lord's

sports, including football, 
rugby, horse racing and  
motorsport – and cricket. 
We already have links with 
Sussex, Yorkshire and Lanca-
shire County Cricket Clubs, 
and a project has just started 
to set up thirty clubs in Wales 
with organisations including 
Glamorgan County Cricket 
Club and Cricket Wales. 

Most interesting for  
people in St John's Wood, 
Sporting Memories has  
been working alongside the 
Marylebone Cricket Club 
Community Department 
since 2013 to offer monthly 
sporting reminiscence ses-
sions at Lord’s for local peo-
ple who might be living with 
dementia. The sessions are 
held on a monthly basis, usu-
ally on the second Tuesday of 
the month, from 1.30 to 
3.30pm, at Lord’s.

Each session is an informal 
gathering of like-minded in-

dividuals who come together 
to share their passion for 
sport. The sessions are gener-
ally run by Yvonne Muiga 
from the Community De-
partment, who is supported 
by a team of brilliant volun-
teers from MCC Members, 
with additional help from 
some of the staff at Lord’s. 

There is usually a theme 
for the session, which acts as 
a loose framework around 
which thoughts and con- 
versations can revolve. Ex-
amples are ‘The Ashes’, or  
‘The World Cup’, and there 
might be a video presenta-
tion around the theme in  
order to encourage memo-
ries to be shared. There might 
also be a fun quiz, which usu-
ally helps to get people  
chatting. It’s vital that every-
one feels included, but also 
important that participants 
should not feel pressured to 
try and remember things.

We are also particularly 
lucky at Lord’s to have access 
to the Cricket Museum, and 
are sometimes allowed to 
handle some of the items on 
display, which is a big thrill. 
We also try to encourage 
participants to take part in 
some sort of (gentle) physi-
cal activity.

Lastly, and some may say 
most importantly, there is 
always tea, sandwiches, and 
a little bit of cake. No visit 
to cricket is complete with-
out tea!

In my opinion Lord’s is a 
fantastic venue for a Sporting 
Memories session, as it is 
such a stimulating, iconic and 
historic place. 

The sessions are held on a 
monthly basis, usually on the 
second  Tuesday of the month, 
from 1.30 to 3.30pm, at 
Lord’s. In order to attend or 
to volunteer, please contact 
yvonne.muiga@mcc.org.uk.

Photo courtesy of MCC
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Bridget Clarke

Seventy-five years ago the residents of 
St John’s Wood were realising that the 
six years of war were about to end, and 
must have looked back in amazement 
at what they had endured and what 
bravery they had shown when their 
peaceful way of life was shattered. In 
this Spring edition the story is told of 
how the people of the Wood prepared 
for war, sheltered from the bombing, 
and carried on with their lives through 
the earlier years of the conflict. The 
Autumn edition will conclude this 
tale with impact of incendiary bombs 
and flying bombs and the peace that 
followed. The people who can provide 
first-hand testimony of the war are 
diminishing, but the scars left on our 
neighbourhood can still be read in the 
streetscape.

On 9 September 1939 a nation-
al register had been taken of every 
individual so that identity cards and 
ration books could be issued. A sur-
prising number of houses in St John’s 
Wood were empty, and many residents 
had already signed up to volunteer as  
ambulance workers or air-raid wardens 
with their tin hats and whistles. The  
necessity for shelters for citizens caught 
in the open in an air-raid had been  
realised in 1938, when trenches were 
dug in Regent’s Park that had room 
for 6,000 people and in Primrose Hill 
for 2,000. Unfortunately they were 
usually very damp. The Zoo had shel-
ter for 1,000 people. St Marylebone  
Borough Council constructed an air-
raid shelter in the crypt of St John’s 
Wood Church; sometimes it was so 
crowded that people had to stand all 
night. Later on other public shelters 
were built, such as a brick one in St 
John’s Wood Terrace and a concrete 
one opposite Aquila Street.

Some new blocks of flats were 
well prepared. Bentinck Close had a 
basement shelter equipped with the 
latest system of gas filtration, operated 
in the first place by a diesel engine, and 
in the event of its breakdown by pedal 
cycles. There was adequate provision 
of bunks and lavatories, and food and 

medical supplies for up to four or 
five days. But in the event the original 
tenants had departed before bombing 
began and the flats were requisitioned 
for the RAF crews training at Lord’s. 
Local residents from Barrow Hill Road 
and Newcourt Street joined the Oslo 
Court flat owners in their shelter with 
cubicles with two tiered bunks.

St John’s Wood Tube Station was 
taken over by the public when night 
bombing began, despite a Government 
ban. People just bought a ticket and 
went down to the platforms as the 
last trains left and refused to leave; 
they later set up camp on a more 
organised basis. Soon the Government 
capitulated, bunks were installed, and 
welfare organisations provided canteens 
and libraries. 

There were three periods of heavy 
bombing. The first was in the Battle 
of Britain, which lasted from early 
September 1940 until April 1941 with 
raids every few nights causing general 
damage. On the night of 21 October 
1940 four houses in Aquila Street were 
wrecked. ARP warden Miss Ortweiler 
(born in Germany but by then a 
naturalised English woman) of St John’s 
Wood Terrace scrambled down a very 
small hole into the basement and found 
four people trapped and unable to move. 

Gas was escaping; to avoid an explosion 
she put out the kitchen fire, but she 
was not strong enough to release them. 
Warden George Peerless, a verger at All 
Saints’ Church, entered the hole and 
managed to free three people who were 
then helped out. Having been gassed in 
the First World War he was fully aware 
of his danger, but made a gallant effort 
to rescue the remaining victim. He was 
awarded one of the first George Medals 
of the War and Miss Ortweiler received 
the British Empire Medal.

St John’s Wood Park was almost 
obliterated by the bombing on 19 
December 1940, as described by Nina 
Heaton Harris:

‘We were in the big kitchen, 
Christmas Puddings were simmering 
away and on the sideboard, in front 
of the windows was a big Christmas 
Cake iced with eskimos and a little 
mirror for the iced pond. My mother, 
father, cousin (in the ATS [the Auxiliary 
Territorial Service]), myself and my 
baby brother, just about two years old, 
were sitting at the kitchen table and 
were just going to have boiled eggs. I 
hit my egg with a spoon and, at that 
moment, the whole world exploded. 
You couldn’t see a thing, glass was 
flying about (although we had the usual 
brown paper tape on the windows), 

The Wood in the War, 1939–1942: 


