
SPRING 2018from  
theWOODRegistered Charity No 232270

IN THIS EDITION:

Air quality update    SJW in the movies    Lord’s Court, the building that never was   … and much more

Inside Abbey Road: 
the Studios that 

became a legend
SPECIAL FEATURE /  STORY & PHOTOS, PAGES 18–21 



www.stjohnswoodsoc.org.uk 1from the Wood • Spring 2018

Chestertons St John’s Wood 
122 St John’s Wood High Street
London, NW8 7SG

Sales 020 3040 8611
Lettings 020 3040 8622

Chestertons 
At the heart of the community

At Chestertons, community is at the heart of our company’s values which is why we’re proud 
to be the first agent to win a Payroll Giving Platinum Award, encouraging all of our employees 
to help their local charities.

Whether you’re looking to buy, sell, let or rent, our highly qualified teams work with you throughout the 
whole process, whatever your needs. For an experienced team, passionate about the local community, 
contact Chestertons today.

President
Michael Brent QC

Chairman
Dick Schumacher

Vice-Chairman
Roxane Glick

Treasurer
Robert Law

Secretary

Committee Members
Clive Beecham
Christine Cowdray
Brian East
Julia Leal Hartogs
James Hewitt
Alexia Konomis
Virginia Newman 
Daniel Poser  

Archivist 
Malcolm Brown

Planning
Christine Cowdray,
stjohnswoodsoc@aol.com

Editorial, Design & Production
Brian East or Emily Lane,
editor@stjohnswoodsoc.org.uk
Shannon Miller, Designer
Robert McAulay, Printer

For general information  
on the Society and to join  
please contact 
the Membership Secretary Nicola Crain, 
info@stjohnswoodsoc.org.uk
or write to 
PO Box 20586, London NW8 0ZU 

About the St John’s Wood Society
Our objective is to encourage the 
preservation, development and 
improvement of features of general public 
amenity or historical interest in St John’s 
Wood and improve its social and cultural 
wellbeing.  
The SJWS is consulted by Westminster 
City Council on Town Planning applica-
tions, Traffic and Licensing. It produces 
two magazines a year. There is a Summer 
Garden Party and an  Annual General 
Meeting, and we organize other events.

On the cover: Abbey Road Studios

CONTENTS

Chairman’s report   Dick Schumacher 2

Treasurer’s report   Robert Law 2

From the Editor   Brian East 3

Air quality monitoring project   James Hewitt 4

The annual tree walk   Diana Eyre 5

Trees and gardens   Diana Eyre 5

Planning News  Christine Cowdray 6

Railings help preserve character in the Wood   Virginia Newman 8

People are starving in the Wood!!!   St John’s Wood Business Association 9

Post Office fate remains unclear                                                                     9

CS11 update   Daniel Poser 9

Classic Car Pageant 2018: more cars to show?   Clive Beecham                10

Transport changes could affect the Wood   Daniel Poser                          11

Meet your local councillors: Lindsey Hall 12

A view from the House   Karen Buck MP 13

A look at the residential property market   David Brand 14

NW8-mums   Karin Thiselius 14

‘Singing for the Mind’ in NW8  Barbara van Doren 15

Air pollution remains a top concern   Robert Rigby 16

The St John’s Hospice Christmas Fayre   Beth Hellowell 17 

Welcome from Abbey Road Studios   Isabel Garvey  18

Abbey Road: the Studios that became a legend  Mark Robertson  19

Winnie-the-Pooh: a St John’s Wood sort of bear   Clive Beecham             22

Lord’s Court – the building that never was   Bridget Clarke  24

Blue Plaques   Bridget Clarke 25

Sculpture in the  Wood   Jeanne Strang and Emily Lane 26

St John’s Wood High Street then and now   Bridget Clarke 27

Kent & Sons Butchers: a High Street institution   Louise Brodie 28

Celebrating St John’s Wood Society Chairmen   Jeanne Strang                   30

Jean Jaffa, 91, contralto and Wood resident   Louise Brodie  31

St John’s Wood in the movies  – Take 2   Richard Lovejoy 32

MCC annual Christmas carols hit new heights 34

New MCC Chief Executive Guy Lavender    35

A cricket conversation: Head Coach Steve Kirby speaks with  36 
       from the Wood Editor Brian East   

The views expressed in this magazine are those of the writer 
and not necessarily those of the Society.

The St John’s Wood Society is grateful for the support of its Corporate Members:
The Adventure Playground
Altiplano Finance
The American School in London
Arnold House School
Century Court Residents’ Association
Chestertons

The Clifton
Craigewan Consulting Ltd
EF Medispa
The Gee Family
Goldschmidt & Howland
Grove End Housing Association

The Hospital of St John & St Elizabeth 
Kent & Sons Ltd
Lord’s Dry Cleaners
The Marylebone Cricket Club
Pavilion Apartments
South Lodge Residents’ Association



4 from the Wood • Spring 2018 The St John’s Wood Society

Air quality monitoring project, and related commentary

James Hewitt

NEWS

The Society’s project to measure 
nitrogen dioxide (an air pollutant 
attributable mainly to the emissions 
of diesel vehicles) is providing clear, 
quantitative data which tend to confirm 
public perceptions. The results of the 
first three sets of measurement are 
displayed below.

The results show that in quiet 
residential areas pollution increased 
steeply between July and November. 
This is consistent with increases in 
similar locations elsewhere in London, 
and reflects seasonal factors. 

It is unlikely that air quality in such 
areas (and the health of those who live 
there) will improve without a marked 
reduction in emissions from traffic 
along main roads – not only in St John’s 
Wood. Input by more than one tier of 
government will be needed.

If CS11 is implemented along Avenue 
Road and traffic diverted to adjacent 
streets, then air quality along those 
streets might rise above the legal limit.

Air quality along the busiest roads in 
St John’s Wood is so bad that seasonal 
change is less apparent. The average of 
the results for the first six months of the 
project indicate that nitrogen dioxide 
levels tend to be illegal where the 
population is most densely concentrated 
– in mansion blocks adjacent to through 
routes. Whether this affects property 
and rental values is unclear, but estate 

agents (not only in St John’s Wood) 
are increasingly being asked about air 
quality.

That said, air quality tends to be less 
unhealthy in St John’s Wood than nearer 
to central London.

Pollution hotspots in neighbouring 
Hampstead tend to be associated with 
schools, even though, in terms of health, 
it is better to walk than travel for short 
journeys in a car or coach. With a view to 
engaging with schools in St John’s Wood 
and other communities, the Society is 
seeking funds to buy a portable device 
which monitors nitrogen dioxide and 
particulate matter. This should help to 
illustrate and remind us of, for example, 
the extent to which term times and 
journeys to and from school affect air 
quality – something which the current 
project cannot do.

The device would also help to identify 
how localized pollution is at hotspots – 
particularly along the Wellington Road, 
whose through traffic and fossil-fuel 
filling station contribute most to the 
illegal levels of air quality adjacent to 
two of the most prestigious businesses 
in St John’s Wood – Lord’s and the 
Hospital. The data would also help when 
designing measures to minimize that 
pollution and its impact.

The health-related economic and 
social costs of air pollution in the UK 
are generally said to be about £20 billion 
(London suffering roughly 20% of this).

This January, the UK Government 
was in court (for a third time) on 
account of its performance concerning 
air quality. The trend towards electric 
vehicles indicates that the public is keen 
to support a government that intends 
to meet its legally binding Carbon 
Budgets and acts strongly to mitigate 

the existential threat of climate change 
(and associated injustice). A reduction in 
traffic is probably crucial in that context, 
as well as being healthier and more 
consistent with sustainable and fulfilling 
lifestyle choices.

The production of recyclable electric 
vehicles and the disposal (rather than 
retro-fitting) of the vehicles which they 
replace may have greater environmental 
cost than continued use of existing 
vehicles. Further, the impact both of 
emissions of particulate matter from 
brakes and tyres and of the number and 
severity of crashes will remain largely 
the same, regardless of the vehicle.

Also, if electric vehicles are charged 
by energy generated from fossil fuel 
or biomass, they may cause greater 
emissions of pollutants (including 
greenhouse gas) for a given journey than 
if the vehicle burned petrol.

Charging vehicle owners according 
to the vehicle’s actual emissions with an 
adjustment depending on the journey 
(e.g. urban areas, during rush hour) 
might be more effective than the ULEZ 
(Ultra Low Emission Zone), but it is 
less practicable. Currently, diesel cars 
and vans that meet the industry’s Euro 
6 standard would be exempt from 
charges within the ULEZ. However, 
that standard pertains to conditions on 
the open road, rather than where the 
problem is (busy urban areas). 

Although nitrogen dioxide concen-
trations within the Congestion Charge 
Zone are likely to have decreased when 
the Toxicity Charge was first introduced, 
that decline may only be temporary. 
 
(Views expressed in this article are those of its 
author, and should not be attributed to the 
Society.)

Nitrogen dioxide concentrations
Unit of measure shown in each disc: μg/m3

Legal limit: 40 μg/m3 (average for 12 months)

Informal guide to health risk:

Illegal Unhealthy Low risk
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NEWS

If you’re ever walking along St John’s 
Wood Road on a Thursday afternoon 
and look across from Lord’s Cricket 
Ground to the Liberal Jewish Synagogue 
(LJS) opposite, a group of people would  
be gathering there for a very specific  
activity, but it’s not a religious group  
of any kind: it’s a music- and singing- 
therapy support group. I’ll explain.

In the UK diagnosed cases of de- 
mentia have been steadily increasing, 
causing it to move up the league tables 
for causes of death. Seeking to address 
this trend, seven years ago research be-
gan in Bristol to see if singing might play 
a part in alleviating some of dementia’s 
worst symptoms. Listening to music was 
already known to lift the mood and the 
human spirit, but people who sang (even 
informally) in choirs were always telling 
of the feeling of wellbeing and elation 
that singing produced. This resulted in 
various dementia singing-therapy groups 
being set up, nationwide. 

At LJS, Community Care Coordi-
nator Liz Crossick, along with the then 
Chairman Rita Adler and several other 
LJS officers, forged an official partner-
ship with the Alzheimer’s Society to set 
up what was at that time called ‘Sing-
ing for the Brain’. With some additional  
help from professionals in the field,  
weekly sessions for those with any form  
of dementia were launched at LJS.

These sessions were and still are 
completely non-denominational, with  
participants usually being referred by 
their GP or perhaps social services. I  
believe there is a well-known phrase: 
‘You don’t have to be Jewish.’ That  
certainly applies to any participant of 
what is now the LJS’s ‘Singing for the 
Mind’ programme. That’s the history of 
this group.

So what happens there today? We seem 
to be going from strength to strength. 
You may notice I just wrote ‘we’, as I  
myself volunteered to help with this 
singing initiative, from the beginning. 
I had been a professional singer in my 

‘Singing for the Mind’ in NW8

‘previous life’ and thought I might be 
of some use. So two interviews, one  
personal reference, and a CRB/DBS-
check later I joined the SFM team and I 
cannot describe how much I enjoy it.

Each week, there are around 16  
participants, each one of them accom-
panied by a ‘partner’ of some kind  
(usually a relative, or a carer). We have 
tea/coffee/biscuits and lots of chat 
for the first half an hour, after which 
30+ participants and volunteers sit in a  
circle, and then an hour of fun begins! 
We sing songs together, and we also en-
courage anyone to give us a solo if they 
wish. After that we’re all invited to ‘re-
visit our childhood’, playing on various 
percussion instruments. There’s often a 
bit of informal dancing, as we actively 
encourage the sessions to feel like a par-
ty. Our final half-hour reprises the tea/
coffee/biscuits/conversation part. 

Oh . . . and there’s often CAKE! Cake 
is very popular!

Our group is lucky enough to have 
the most inspiring, professional Singing 
Leader, Judith Silver, whose praises I’m 
constantly singing! She gives our weekly 
sessions a touch of magic and we all love 
her. Other LJS members volunteer tire-
lessly, providing administrative backup 
and pastoral services, which is why this 
initiative has been so very successful. 
Our aim is to help those with dementia 
to reconnect with their former selves; 
what we volunteers find is that we  
ourselves always feel so enriched. 

How wonderful is that?!   

Barbara van Doren

The ‘Singing for the Mind’ participants’ circle 
in action; Singing Leader Judith Silver and 
participant Norman Lazerus (+ cake!); and 
Irene and Ralph, who love to dance. 
(Photos: SFM at LJS)

For further information 
on ‘Singing for the Mind’ 

please e-mail  
sfm@ljs.org 

 
View our video at 

https://vimeo.com/191044686
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The Pavilions apartment block is one of the 
most modern in this section of the  Wood, and 
highly regarded. Those living there and locals 
might be aware that it sits on the site of the 
former Volkswagen showroom, but how many 
know its previous surprising history? 

St John’s Wood had become a prime 
area for luxury flat developments in the 
mid-1930s. Many of the local working-
class population were being driven from 
the area, their houses destroyed to make 
room for flats like Viceroy Court and Oslo 
Court, and often they were not offered 
affordable alternative accommodation. 
But when in 1935 the architects Connell 
Ward and Lucas were commissioned by a 
Mr F. S. Bennett to design a nine-storey 
block of flats in St John’s Wood Road, it 
was three large houses with gardens (Nos. 
32, 34 and 36) that would be destroyed, 
plus another one that he bought in 1936, 
when the size of the block was extended. 
The major attraction would be a view of 
the cricket at Lord’s, as it was opposite 
the grandstand.
   Connell Ward and Lucas designed a 
cruciform plan, probably inspired by 
Highpoint flats in Highgate (Tecton 
and Lubetkin), where each of the four 
limbs of the plan contains two flats back 
to back. Each floor had eight two- and 
three-bedroom flats, all reached from 
the central circulation zone. Each flat 
was to have a large amount of built-in 
furniture, with a spine wall of cupboards. 
Kitchens and main service ducts were 
clustered around the access area, and 
bedrooms were pushed beyond living 
areas with bathrooms at the extremity. 
Servants would have arrived invisibly up 
one of four hidden staircases arranged 
around the hall at the centre of the plan, 
accessible from the kitchens.

Extensive roof gardens were to be 
provided on the first floor. The curved 
balconies to the bedrooms and living 
areas were a distinctive feature and could 
be used as ‘sunbathing verandahs’, often a 
feature of 1930s buildings.

The construction was to be of 
reinforced concrete, a material with 
which Connell Ward and Lucas had been 
working for six years. A grid of columns 
radiating from the centre of the plan 
supported the concrete floor slabs. Walls 
were woven round the grid and at the 

Lord’s Court –  
the building that never was

outer reaches of the crosses the columns 
came close to the slab edges, sitting just 
behind the windows and restricting 
views.

The whole building was to be clad 
with special precast glass aggregate 
slabs in colours, applied in a grid of 
square panels and cast curved to follow 
the streamlines of curved balconies. A 
vertical sculpture panel rose up in the 
centre of the front facade.
  Construction began in 1936 and 
continued until at least the winter of 
1937, but an increase in war-related 
construction work led to local shortages 
of labour and increased wage costs, and 
in October 1940 civil building had to 
be licensed under defence regulations, 
calling a halt to luxury buildings. At 

Bridget Clarke 

Lord’s Court, however, it is likely that 
building work stopped because the 
developers became bankrupt. The idea 
of completion was taken up well after 
the war. In 1959 planning permission 
was refused, but in 1961 permission 
was granted for the completion of the 
first floor, to be used as offices, and the 
erection of three storeys above to contain 
16 maisonettes, not to the original 
design. Thirty years later, in December 
1997, an application was granted for 
demolition and redevelopment of the 
site for a block of flats, The Pavilions.

(With thanks to Andrew Christie, who drew 
our attention to the description of Lord’s 
Court in a book about the architects Connell  
Ward and Lucas)

Impression of the finished building, c. 1936; looking across from the building under construction 
to the grandstand of Lord’s, 1937; The Pavilions today; prospectus advertising the site for 
redevelopment, c. 1996 (the further part is what had been built of Lord’s Court after 1961).




