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FROM THE CHAIRMAN

It’s not Groundhog Day.
We are coming out of another 

lockdown, and coronavirus remains a 
pandemic, but there is movement in 
the right direction, and that should help 
make this strange festive season more 
cheerful than we might have hoped for 
even recently.

A first vaccine just now has been 
approved for use in the U.K. and more 
will probably follow in the coming 
weeks and months. On top of that, 
understanding about how to treat Covid 

– and medications to do that – have 
developed since February. 

Lots of restrictions, of course, are still 
in place. The needs to social distance, to 
wear masks and to practice good hygiene 
are as relevant as ever. The daily data 
are grim. We’re in Tier 2. Tier 0 is still a 
dream. But there is progress.

With shops and restaurants around 
St John’s Wood now opening again, we 
have happy reasons to be out and about, 
and with that opportunities to bump into  
familiar faces. 

We all know the appeal of online 
shopping. But I would appeal to you to 
really make an effort to buy what you 
can locally before clicking on a website 
this Christmas or Hannukah. Whilst you 
may not be able to find every gift you 
seek within the boundaries of NW8, 
you can find a lot. A smaller shop and 
more personalised service will make 

Support for local businesses essential

Dick 
Schumacher
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for a more satisfying experience than a 
shopping mall or a .com any day. 
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will benefit from that.
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Architect Virginia Newman 
shared her favourite 

local views in the Autumn 
edition of ‘from the Wood’ 

and asked readers for theirs.  

Local resident Jill Geary loves this view from 
her window. “During lockdown, a view of a 
tree brings so much needed life and beauty 
into the home. It lets you know that time is 
indeed passing, hopefully onto something 
better,” she said. 

https://twitter.com/stjohnswoodsoc
https://www.instagram.com/stjohnswoodsoc/


6 from the Wood • Winter 2020 The St John’s Wood Society

Kevin Kilkenny of Kent’s Butchers 
takes a lyrical look at St John’s 
Wood High Street as Christmas 
approaches. 

New lyrics to an old carol:
‘Christmas is coming, 
You can’t go out your flat.
Boris says don’t hug your gran 
But wear a Christmas hat.’

Not quite the lyrics I sang as 
a boy, but you can see where 
I’m going!

The Jesuit brothers were 
harsh. I didn’t always see eye 
to eye with them, and they 
would’ve given me a clip 
round the ear if they heard me 
sing those lyrics. However, 
with all my and their faults, 
they did instil the meaning of this feast 
in me.

Christmas is an ‘open feast’. You’ve 
heard the saying ‘Goodwill to all’. In 
essence, that’s it!

No matter what someone’s beliefs 
may be, they are welcomed into this 
feast to share hope for the future and 

Seasonal Greetings from the High Street

the bounty of our achievements. 
Food plays an important role. To  

welcome outsiders to your table was 
historically, and is, a great honour. Today 
it’s a roast dinner. A turkey, a goose, a 
nut roast – or just bread and wine.

Food is a gift of health. There are 
other, varied ways to give health be it 

body, mind or soul.  
In St John’s Wood we have 

the Core Collective gym, 
superb lady and gent out-
fitters such as Larizia and 
Bruno, excellent opticians 
with designer frames, beau-
ticians, cosmetics by Space 
NK or Courtenay Chemist, 
and many more. They’re all 
bursting with gift ideas for 
family and friends. Goodwill 
to all!

Don’t worry! I’m not 
getting all soft and teary-
eyed, but goodwill is 
in everyone’s DNA and 
we don’t need experts, 
advisors or a pandemic for 
us to behave respectfully 

towards one other.
One thing the Brothers and I would 

agree on is that Christmas is not the 
gift of governments to bestow on its 
citizens, instructing how or when to 
share their goodwill. It’s an intrinsic 
part of being human.

 Merry Christmas!

Kevin Kilkenny is ready to meet the demand for Christmas turkeys.

ZSL London Zoo saw a rise in 
donations, including two of £1 million 
each from local residents, after a 
fundraising appeal in the last issue of 
the St John’s Wood Society Magazine 
published in September. 

In April ZSL launched an appeal 
for £12 million emergency help, and 
fundraising director James Wren told 
this e-newsletter that a ‘phenomenal’ 
half had been raised so far. 

Income – normally about £45 
million a year for the zoos in London 
and Whipsnade – has been virtually 
stopped by virus closures. It costs £1 
million per month to feed and care for 
the 20,000 animals at the two zoos. 

‘We had to change our Christmas 
activities this year. So we are 
encouraging people to support us 
by buying memberships or patron 
memberships for themselves or family 
or as gifts. On our online retail service 
you can buy lots of eco-friendly 
Christmas gifts which supports us a 
charity’, he said. 

‘A number of people in St John’s 
Wood have joined as a patron, at £600 a 

year or £50 a month upwards’, he said.
A standard membership starts at 

£198 a year. ‘Local people would 
benefit from patron membership, 
which supports us more and enables a 
closer relationship to us.’ 

Noting the competing demands 
for charitable giving in the local area, 
James, who has worked in the charity 
sector for twenty years, added: ‘Our 
plight becomes incredibly desperate as 

Locals support London Zoo after our appeal story

soon as we are in lockdown.’ 
Councillor Robert Rigby’s article in 

the magazine said that the Zoo’s very 
existence was threatened by Covid-19, 
and James said ZSL’s reserves have 
been exhausted. It has signed for a £20 
million commercial loan as a stopgap 
for the challenges ahead, but that has 
to be repaid in two years or refinanced. 

If you would like to support our 
local zoo go to www.zsl.org. 

ZSL London Zoo Fundraising Director James Wren is hoping people will buy memberships as gifts 
this holiday season, which will help offset the loss in revenue in 2020. 

HOLIDAY SPECIAL EDITION

http://www.kents-butchers.com/
https://www.core-collective.co.uk/contact#stjohnswood
https://www.larizia.com/?gclid=Cj0KCQiAk53-BRD0ARIsAJuNhpsSkdkFgh-tfbD8uypTWxisk5nP8M08XC3B4HPAv-QxLpXAHXQHNJgaAtMYEALw_wcB
http://www.brunomenswear.com/
https://www.spacenk.com/en_GB/stores.html#!/l/london/73-saint-john's-wood-high-street/1617963
https://www.spacenk.com/en_GB/stores.html#!/l/london/73-saint-john's-wood-high-street/1617963
https://courtenaychemist.co.uk/
https://www.zsl.org/membership/membership-options
https://shop.zsl.org/
http://www.zsl.org
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Tom Thomson

FROM THE EDITOR

Welcome to the first St John’s Wood 
Society Christmas e-newsletter. I hope 
you found it interesting. 

The Society will now publish e-news-
letters quarterly except in September, 
when the traditional magazine will be 
produced, with papers for the Annual 
General Meeting. We wanted to commu-
nicate with members in a more timely 
manner than through the print magazines 

The Society boosts digital updates
published only twice a year, not least on 
areas like planning where community in-
put to live issues is important. 

This edition ranges from our regular 
restaurant column to a heartening story 
about one of the few local manufacturing 
companies – perhaps the only one – using 
its expertise to protect medics from the 
virus, and a look into our local hospice. 

Other ways to follow Society activities 
are via a very active Instagram account 
and on Twitter and Facebook. 

Society publications are a team effort 
by all our contributors, and copy editor 
Emily Lane, pictures editor Rob Taggart 
and designer Shannon Miller. But they are 
for you, so we welcome reader feedback 
to info@stjohnswoodsoc.org.uk. 

Merry Christmas!       
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About the St John’s Wood Society
Our objective is to encourage the 
preservation, development and 
improvement of features of general  
public amenity and historical interest in  
St John’s Wood and improve its social  
and cultural wellbeing. 

As a statutory consultee the Society is 
consulted by Westminster City Council on 
Town Planning applications and Transport 
matters. We will advise where possible with 
local planning issues. 

The many benefits of being a member of 
the Society include a local discount scheme, 
magazine and e-newsletters, community 
news updates and events.

On the cover: Festive High Street by Rob Taggart
Gardeners employed by a major St John's Wood High Street landlord renew the flower beds they 
have located outside their properties with flowers for the winter.              
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